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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








determination to keep the lid on secular demands. If such priorities have not been learned under the guidance of parents, it is unlikely they will be developed when students are on their own in college.  By the time these school years of immersion in secularism are over, there is usually very little spiritual life left in them.  


         And it all begins when they are young.


______________________________
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Such a practice denies the idea of "diligently seeking Him" (Heb.11: 6) When Jesus told His Apostles, " Go ye therefore, and make disciples of 


all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: (Matt 28:19), He gave the terms of discipleship with God. He followed with 


" teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you: (Matt 28:20) the conditions for remaining acceptable to God. 


      We are separated from God by the sins of the world and it requires a turning from these things to a new life through obedience to His word to make us acceptable to Him. It matters not that we are accepted by men, and those who consider themselves acceptable without changing their life will die in their sins. (Acts 3: 22-23) Certainly all are welcome to come and hear God's word but to be acceptable to God one must act upon it with a repentant and obedient heart.


      As we worship God this day, may we all approach Him with a heart of repentance, diligently seeking to be acceptable to Him through obedience to His commands.


			JP








They neglect attendance at services, neglect Bible study and make their friends among worldly people.  They die spiritually, not from poison but from spiritual malnutrition.


           Today this is happening to children long before they get to college.  And some of the finest, best intentioned and most sacrificial and loving parents are contributing to it.


          Please pardon a personal reference.  My parents were very concerned about keeping control of their children.  My father complained 50 years ago that the schools were trying to take over the rearing of children and he was determined not to let that happen to his family.  Anything the school planned that conflicted with church activities was considered an encroachment by the school.  We did not participate in organized sports, either in school or in summer programs.  We did not play in the band or join the scouts.  As a rule, when school was out we came home.


           You may think my parents extreme.  Perhaps they were.  But one thing was certain: We had time for whatever Christians were doing anywhere in the areas where we lived.  We not only attended every regular service and every service of gospel meetings in our home congregation, we attended most services of any meeting anywhere in driving distance even when meetings lasted the greater part of two weeks.


      Preachers who came preaching in the area learned to expect the Hall family








compulsory Friday night football in the fall and concerts in the spring.  In addition, there are often private music lessons.  Scouts also provide wholesome experiences, and parents want their children to be involved.  In fact, they feel that their children are deprived if they miss any of these opportunities, and so to provide them parents pack their own schedules full, taxiing the children here and there and sacrificially spending their energy and money.


         What is wrong with these things?  Generally nothing.  The problem is that they are dominating children's lives.


         No wonder it has become impossible to plan a gospel meeting at a time when it does not conflict with some kind of secular activity!  No wonder it is exceptional when students attend every night of such a meeting!  No wonder very few parents and even fewer young people are to be seen at special services beyond their own congregation!


        A negative attitude seems to be developing toward anything the church plans beyond the usual Sunday morning, Sunday night and Wednesday night assemblies or toward any extension of evening activities beyond one hour.  The church is considered insensitive when anything is planned that encroaches on children's busy secular schedules.


          When do we expect our children to change from this heavily weighted emphasis on this world to "seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness"?  If they become accustomed to a secular schedule in elementary school, high school will only increase the pressure. College allows still less time for the Lord unless there is a purposeful





					





Are We Secularizing Our Children?


By Sewell Hall





Several years ago, a Christian who was the president of a large state university stated his belief that students do not lose their faith because of evolution in the science department or humanism in the philosophy, psychology or sociology departments.  Rather, he felt that they become so absorbed with secular studies and secular activities that they do not take time for spiritual things.











near the front night after night.  I never remember going out of town for a ball game, but I remember many trips out of town to gospel meetings and lectureships.  Those gospel preachers became our heroes and the members of those congregations became the friends whose respect and confidence we most desired.


         This is not to say that all parents should adopt the policies of my parents.  I did not adhere to all of them in raising my children.  But surely some limits need to be imposed on the run-away secularism now so common.


        Children are the busiest people in town.  Schools have lengthened the school day and long bus rides often require children to leave home very early in the morning and return late in the afternoon.  Then they have homework to get.  Much of the extra time in school is spent in humanistic activities.  Children are constantly exposed to vulgarity and profanity not only from fellow-students, but even from teachers. They desperately need counteracting spiritual influences.


        Many conscientious parents, however, want still more secular opportunities for their children than the standard curriculum provides.  They encourage participation in extra curricular sports organized by the school and in others that are privately organized, occupying afternoons and Saturdays and even portions of Sunday as well as the summer months.  Students not inclined to sports are encouraged to be cheerleaders or to join the band with long hours of after school practice, summer band camps,





Acceptable to Man? Or to God?





Repent ye therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, that so there may come seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Lord; (Acts 3:19)





      On the sign of a large denominational church, I read "All are welcome, we accept you just the way you are". I do not know what could motivate such a statement, except an appeal to the masses who are unwilling to change their life style to serve God and a complete misunderstanding of God's will for man's salvation. Perhaps it is the thought that, if we can get them in we can get them to believe as we do.


      If such a practice is followed it must include all that participate in the sins spoken of by Paul in (Gal. 5: 19-21) as though they are of no concern to God. But, these things are condemned as works of the flesh and those who practice them cannot be acceptable to God. While it may seem a noble and caring attitude, 


it is not the prerogative of any church or persons to determine what is and is not acceptable to the Lord. To do so is to mock God and we deceive ourselves when we think God can be mocked. (Gal. 6: 7-8) 


      Jesus said, " I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me. (John 14:6) Nothing could be more exclusive than this statement by our Lord. The very utterances of His words carry with them, term and conditions for coming to God. These things can not be circumvented 


by a doctrine that says one has only to believe in Him to be saved.


Cont. on page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem ; Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby


The Hammonds as they anticipate their


new baby 


Our congratulations to Steve and Anna


on their marriage Friday. They will be 


spending their Honeymoon on the west 


coast, we look forward to their safe return.


______________________________


Gospel Meeting


With Brother Bob Harkrider


Nov. 6 thru 11, 2005


I encourage you to consider this in view of 


   the feature article in today's messenger


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Cecil Douthitt


Song Leader---Phillip West


Lord's Supper---Troy Halt


   Asst. 1-----Rex Veteto	


   Asst. 2-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 3-----Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 4-----Jim Statham


   Asst. 5-----Ron Wood


2nd Prayer----Marty Hammond


Scripture Reading--Andy Williams


Sermon----Mark Bowman


Announcements----David Brown


Closing Prayer-----Norm Rich


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Mark Bowman


Song Leader-------Jason Gaston


2nd Prayer------Grant Hicks


Scripture Reading---Rodee Bruns


Sermon----Joey Jackson


Lord's Supper----Troy Halt


Announcements----David Brown


Closing Prayer-----Malcolm Smith


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Steve Huff


Invitation---Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Ryan Brown





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














